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During the event delegates will:

• review student responses to questions and 

understand how to accurately apply the mark 

scheme

• understand how we can support you

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.

Aims and Objectives
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• Reading – understanding the mark scheme and 

marking exercises

• Writing – understanding the mark scheme and 

marking exercises

• Questions and close

Agenda



Overview of the 
specification



GCSE English Language (1EN0)

Paper 1: 1 hr 45 (40%) Paper 2: 2 hr 5 (60%)

Section A: Unseen 19th-century fiction

• Extract will be approximately 650 words in 

length.

• Shorter response questions will focus on close 

analysis of the text; longer response questions 

will ask students to show their understanding of 

the whole text.

Section A: Comparison of two unseen texts 

from 20th and 21st century

• One non-fiction; one literary non-fiction.

• Extracts will be approximately 1000 words in 

total.

• Shorter response questions will focus on 

close reading of the texts; longer response 

questions will ask students to compare the 

texts.

Section B: Creative Writing

• Choice of two tasks linked to the theme of the 

19th century fiction.

• One task will include images to help students 

address the task.

• Audience and purpose along with SPaG will be 

assessed.

Section B: Transactional Writing

• Choice of two tasks linked to the theme of 

the texts.

• Newspaper articles, letters etc.

• Audience and purpose along with SPaG will 

be assessed.



Documents for this course

You may wish to take the time to download the following documents before we start to look at the 

exemplars.

• SO2 – extracts P1 and P2

• SO3 – exemplars for marking (with mark schemes)

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars for each Assessment Objective 

during the course but there are additional exemplars – with commentaries – in the examiner 

reports included in the pack.



Reading responses



Assessment Objectives for Reading

AO Assessment Objective % in 

GCSE

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.

• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

9.4

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure 

to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject 

terminology to support their views.

13.1

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or more texts.

8.8

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with

appropriate textual references.

18.8



Where is each AO assessed?

Assessment Objective Paper and question

AO1 – Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas Paper 1 – Q1 and Q2

Paper 2 – Q1, Q2 and Q4, Q5

AO1 – Select and synthesise evidence from different texts Paper 2 – Q7a

AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 

structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject 

terminology to support their views

Paper 1 – Q3

Paper 2 – Q3

AO3 – Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these 

are conveyed, across two or more texts

Paper 2 – 7b

AO4 – Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual 

references

Paper 1 – Q4

Paper 2 – Q6



AO1 – explicit and implicit 
meaning – Paper 1 and 
Paper 2



AO1 – Paper 1 Questions



AO1 – Paper 1 – Q1 responses



AO1 – Paper 2 Questions



AO1 – Paper 2 – Question 1 response



AO2 – Language and 
Structure – Paper 1 and 
Paper 2



AO2 – Language and Structure

• In these questions, students need to ensure that they are selecting both language and structure 

features as well as answering the question.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will need to show how the writer 

uses these features to achieve effects and influence readers.

• This AO2 is assessed in Paper 1 Q3 and Paper 2 Q3.



Applying the mark scheme



Paper 1 Question 3



Paper 1 Question 3 – Mark Scheme



Marking exercise 1 – Script 1

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – Document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 1 (pp.2–3)

• This is a Level 3 exemplar.

• Read through the script using the mark scheme (pp.4–5) and decide where you would place this in 

the Level.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



This is a strong response right from the start with the candidate combining substantiated points about the 

use of nicknames, hyphens and the possessive pronoun ‘my’. This succinct approach builds the analysis 

of the text. It should be noted that the misidentification of Hester as male is a common one and does not 

factor into the marking in any way.

The points made are convincing and show a deep understanding of the relationship between Hester and 

Rosamond.  For example, the writer’s use of dialogue to express urgency is examined and developed 

through a consideration of an imperative verb, the writer’s use of tone and of an exclamation mark.

This candidate provides an impressive analysis of the techniques used and there is a strong focus on the 

impact on the reader. The response is discriminating in its selection of textual references and achieves 

full marks.

Level 3 – 6 marks 

Script 1 – Examiner Commentary and mark



Paper 2 Question 3



Paper 2 Question 3 Mark Scheme



Marking exercise 2 – Script 2

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 2 (pp.6–7) 

• Read through the script using the mark scheme (pp.8–10) and decide which Level you would place 

it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



There are explanations of the text and features of both language and structure in this response. 

The candidate discusses ambitious vocabulary, explains the use of and impact on the reader of 

metaphor, similes, adjectives - all correctly explained as features of language use. The selection of 

references is appropriate and these are relevant to the points being made. 

The references to structure are present throughout the response, some more general – small 

paragraphs and a range of punctuation, and some are securely identified and explained – ‘a dramatic 

shift on line 17’, “At least, that’s what you’d think”, ‘bundle of structures’ mirroring unstructured busy 

workdays. This response is awarded at the top of Level 3 with a mark of 9.

Level 3 – 9 marks

Script 2 – Examiner Commentary and mark



AO4 – Evaluate – Paper 1 
and Paper 2



AO4 – Evaluate

• In these questions, students need to ensure that they are focusing on ‘how well’ and not 

‘how’.

• They need to focus on using evaluative language, offering an opinion or judgement and 

using evidence from the text.

• AO4 is assessed in Paper 1 Q4 and Paper 2 Q6.



Paper 1 Question 4 and Paper 2 Question 6



Paper 1 Question 4 and Paper 2 Question 6 – mark scheme



Marking exercise 3 – Scripts 3 and 4 

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3.

• Look at Script 3 (pp.11–13) which is from Paper 1 and Script 4 (pp.16–18) which is from Paper 2.

• Read through both scripts using the mark scheme below each script and decide which Level you would 

place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 3 (Paper 1)

This candidate begins with an immediate identification of the tension created by the writer and the immediate panic 

created by ‘ran out’ and ‘ran on’ and examines how this quickens the pace of the extract. The dramatic tone is 

identified and how the despair will ‘frighten the reader’. The focus on the reader is sustained throughout the answer 

from the first paragraph.

In the second paragraph the candidate identifies the nuances of the text, evaluating how successfully the writer 

uses terms of endearment evoking a feeling of ‘relief’ for the reader who ‘feels more strongly for Rosamond’s 

return’. 

There is an examination of how the writer creates feelings of intrigue and this moves to an evaluation of how the 

writer ‘compellingly uses Hester’s insistence that Rosamond’s ‘telling stories!’ to allude to a more mysterious 

explanation’. The discriminating references at the bottom of the second page is one instance of the detached 

critical overview adopted by this candidate.  

The candidate perceptively recognises that there are layers to the way in which the writer evokes feelings in the 

reader.  This candidate is spotting the subtler details which suggests a sensitive reading.

This one is not as extensive in its coverage as Script 1 – but it still meets all of the Level 5 criteria. 

Level 5 – 15 marks

Script 3 – Examiner Commentary and mark



Script 4 (Paper 2) 

The first page of this response immediately focuses on how successfully determination is shown and this is 

supported by appropriate references. Page 2 moves on to explain Elizabeth’s determination to overcome 

costs and although there is some repetition here, ideas are again clearly supported and some informed 

judgement offered. The third page follows a similar pattern to the others in taking an idea, in this case her key 

personality traits, and explaining how successfully the writer uses this to show her determination. 

All the bullet points for Level 3 are covered, but not always fully, so the response was placed in the middle of 

the level.

Level 3 – 8 marks

Script 4 – Examiner Commentary and mark



Synthesising (AO1) 
and comparing (AO3) – 
Paper 2

Synthesising (AO1) 
and comparing (AO3) – 
Paper 2



AO1 – Synthesis

• This final element of AO1 is assessed through a discrete question in Paper 2 – Q7(a).

• Students need to draw information from both texts.

• This is not a comparison (AO3) as students select explicit information from both texts.

• It is therefore similar to the early retrieval questions, but students need to do it across two texts.



Paper 2 Question 7(a)



Marking exercise 4 – Scripts 5 and 6 

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3.

• Read through Script 5 (p.21) and Script 6 (p.22) using the mark scheme (p.23) and think about what 

Level you would give this response.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Scripts 5 and 6 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Script 5  

Three similarities are offered and, although the first one is not wholly convincing and the second one does 

not demonstrate secure synthesis, some credit must be given to these. The third is valid, so the best-fit mark 

is the top of Level 2.

Level 2 – 4 marks

Script 6 

The three similarities offered are detailed and fully and appropriately supported. There is detailed synthesis 

of the texts and the focus is clearly on the aspiring doctors’ decision-making, hard work and fulfilment of 

career choice. Full marks are achieved.

Level 3 – 6 marks



AO3 – Comparison

• This question requires students to look across both texts and compare how the writers are presenting 

a key element of the text.

• Students are required to compare both the ideas and perspectives of the writers as well as how these 

are conveyed.

• Students can compare the similarities and/or differences between the texts.



Synthesis vs Comparison

7(a) asks students to synthesise 

material from the two texts:

1. the question will always ask for 

points of similarity between 

concrete ideas, such as people 

or places

7(b) asks students to compare 

material from the two texts:

1. the question is always about 

presentation of ideas and 

perspectives in the texts – 

which could be similarities 

and differences



Paper 2 Question 7(b)



Paper 2 Question 7(b) – mark scheme



Marking exercise 5 – Scripts 7 and 8 

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3.

• Read through Script 7 (p.24–25) and Script 8 (pp.26–27) using the mark scheme (pp.28–30) and 

think about what Level you would give this response.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Scripts 7 and 8 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Script 7

All the bullets in Level 3 are met whilst the exploration of the contrast in perspectives in the final paragraph, 

which is particularly strong, raises this response just into Level 4. 

Level 4 – 9 marks

Script 8 

There is a comprehensive range of comparisons, focusing on ideas and perspectives in both texts. 

The quality of comparison and the perceptive analysis are supported by discriminating references. \

Full marks are awarded. 

Level 5 – 14 marks



Writing responses



Assessment Objectives for Writing

AO Assessment Objective % in 

GCSE

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features 

to support coherence and cohesion of texts

30

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation

20



Paper 1 Question 5 and Question 6 – Imaginative Writing



Paper 1 Question 5 and Question 6 – mark scheme



Paper 1 Question 5 and Question 6 – mark scheme



Marking exercise 6 – Script 9 

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3.

• Read through Script 9 (pp.31–34) and think about what Level you would give this response using the 

mark scheme on pp.35–37.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



The candidate begins with a sense of audience and purpose.  The opening sentences successfully set the scene, 

though there is no real development of the character of the friends ‘Tom and phil’. The answer does make use of 

rhetorical devices, such as the short sentence at the top of the second page ‘the place is definitely not safe’, and the 

rhetorical question at the end of that paragraph.

The paragraph halfway down the second page is deliberately crafted to delay the narrative and to create tension.  

There is a variety of sentence starters making deliberate use of subordination for effect, such as ‘Regretting my 

decision…’ .  The candidate attempts to create tension on a number of occasions, albeit often in a manner lacking 

subtlety or sophistication, for example at the top of the third page where we see ‘It can’t be.  Can it.’  The ending is 

also deliberately crafted for impact.  

Overall, there is a range of rhetorical devices and an attempt to create a variety of tone. Vocabulary is varied, 

although the control of spelling and grammar isn’t always secure. However, there is a range of sentence types that 

are used deliberately to have an impact upon the reader.

The top of Level 3 is reached for both AOs, but there is not a sufficient level of range or control to move into Level 4.

AO5: Level 3 – 14 marks    AO6: Level 3 – 9 marks

Script 9 – Examiner Commentary and mark



Paper 2 Question 7 and Question 8 – Transactional Writing



Paper 2 Question 8 and Question 9 – AO5 mark scheme



Paper 2 Question 8 and Question 9 – AO6 mark scheme



Marking exercise 7 – Script 10

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3.

• Read Script 10 (pp.38–44) and think about what Level you would give this response using the mark 

scheme on pp.42–43.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



AO5: This is a response meets all of Level 4 and moves into Level 5 with the shaping of audience response 

in quite a subtle way (making us think about ‘John’, think about being at the end of life, thinking about how 

they plan to travel). The idea of breaking goals down in manipulated quite well using the example of the 

travelling that is broken down into smaller sections. Given that there is some evidence of all three bullet 

points being touched on in Level 5, a mark in the middle of the level is awarded. 

Level 5 – 22 marks

AO6: As with AO5, the three bullet points in AO6 are touched on in Level 5. There is some sophisticated 

ability to write for clarity, purpose and effect. The candidate uses quite an extensive vocabulary strategically, 

for example treacherous, passionate, measurable, discoveries, adrenaline, reinforces and rare spelling errors 

do not detract from overall meaning. There is some evidence that the candidate uses punctuation with 

accuracy, although there are lapses in some places. There is some evidence of using a range of sentence 

structures accurately and selectively to achieve particular effects.

Level 5 – 14 marks

TOTAL: 36 marks

Script 10 – Examiner Commentary and mark



Support for marking



Website

Link to 

website

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Mocks Service

1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

       By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

       can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

       marking skills. 

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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